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Meeting Individual Needs

Montessori education provides individually paced programs and multi-age classrooms that
support a wide range of abilities and learning styles. At the Montessori School of Pullman we
value this diversity. Our teachers aim to identify and build on each child’s strengths, and use
these strengths to overcome any personal challenges. The school’'s goals include early diagnosis
and intervention, when needed, and effective and consistent support for child, family and
teacher.

Some students may require significant one-to-one or small group support for their success. In
cases such as this, the school reserves the right to require that students receive the assistance
they need and to charge fees for added expenses incurred by the school in the form of
personal aides. Parents and teachers will discuss, agree upon, and implement other reasonable
accommodations in the classroom, when needed.

If feachers suspect significant developmental, learning, or behavior challenges (Significant
meaning that challenges impact the ability of the child to be successfully accommodated
within the classroom without additional resources, and/or significantly impact the ability of the
other children in the classroom fo learn), this plan will be followed:

e The teacher will notify parents that a 7 school day period of observations and
documentation has begun. At this step, parents are expected to document similar
behaviors at home. A follow up conference with parents will be scheduled during these
7 days. Written documentation of this first step will be placed in the child’s file, and sent
home via email.

e [If at this follow-up conference, teachers request outside testing and evaluations, the
family has five business days to inifiate this testing process. A list of community resources
providing screening and evaluations will be provided at this conference. The leadership
team of the Montessori School of Pullman (MSoP) is willing and able to help families with
the process of seeking additional testing and evaluations. Written confirmation that the
process has been initiated needs to be provided to the school within five business days.

e While recognizing that the decision to seek outside testing and evaluations of a child is
the responsibility and right of the parents/guardians, the MSoP also recognizes that when
a teacher has requested outside testing and evaluation of a child it is because that
without additional information, recommendations and resources, the MSoP might be
unable to meet the individual needs of the child.

e If the parent declines to seek outside testing and evaluation, the MSoP reserves the right

to give a family a 5 school days’ notice of disenrollment. A summary of the decision
made will be placed in the child’s file and sent home via email.
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